
E ach year the church votes on a unified 
church budget. That budget becomes our 

guide for the year as we try to fund the various 
ministries of the church, take care of our          
personnel, and provide resources for mission 
work around the world. By referring to the budget 
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comprehensively address as many of our needs as 
possible. This is the best way to ensure that we 
will have adequate resources to fund all the things 
we do. 
 
This is why designated giving is usually              
discouraged. While designating our giving to    
specific  projects about which we have a passion 
is understandable and well-meaning, it             
unfortunately tends to have a negative impact on 
the budget which in the long run is                
counterproductive.  Also, there is the potential of 
funds being designated for  projects or ministries 
that may not be in the best interest of the overall 
body. Finally, designated funds are highly         
restrictive in their use. Budget funds can be      
reallocated as the needs change from month to 
month.   
 
I could say more, but the bottom line is this. The 
best way to support the overall work of the 
church is through the church budget.  When there 
are needs for something above and beyond the 
budget, the entire church will be invited to      
participate in it thus spreading out the weight of 
the responsibility.  The current building fund called 
Because It Matters is an example of this. Here 
church members are encouraged to give above 
and beyond the budget to help retire the debt on 
recent renovations.   
 
By focusing our giving on a unified budget and the 
building fund, we are much better able to provide 
the resources for everything we need. So rather 
than designating to a particular project or ministry, 
let me encourage you to give to the budget.  Then 
as you are able, give to building fund. Your      
assistance in this will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Dr. Brian A. Lee 
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The Music and Worship ministry invites you to join us for an 
inspirational evening of worship. You Love Me Still will            
feature a 30 piece orchestra, our 50 voice Celebration Choir, 
and many soloists. The music performed includes a variety of 
worship styles and represents our favorite worship moments 
from the past two years. A professional CD recording will  
be made live during the concert and available for purchase 
in the coming weeks. You will not want to miss this        
wonderful worship opportunity. 


